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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 


Shawl  -  Assassination 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Portland,  lf«  ine,  A-nril  ?7th,  1957, 

Lincoln  Life  Ingurance  Ccrap^nyf 
Dr,  W  rverif  Oxtp  tvr^ 
Denr  Sir:- 

kt  the  request  cf  Mr,  B.  Persons  Goodrich,  of  Wells,  M'^lne,  I  am  wfriting 
you.  He  seems  to  think  thPt  you  would  he  very  much  interested  in  «  Sh«wl  that  w«>.g 
once  omed  snd  worn  hy  Ahrah«m  Lincoln,'' then  President  of  the  United  Sftes  of  America,) 
find  the  S'^'id  sh«wl  '"«?.s  mth  him  Pt  the  Pcrd  1hei=!ter,  the  night  he         short  hy  one,  - 
Booth,  the  assassin.  The  said  5?hawl  is  in  good  condition  seeing  ag  it  h?s  heen  in  my 
family  ever  since  the  night  of  April  l  4th,  1865,  hecuse  my  fj^ther  got  it  then  «nd 
hroii^t  it  to  Boston,  Mass,,  and  gave  it  to  my  grandmother,  ^nd  '^en  she  died  in  1F68, 
it  passed  to  my  mother,  and  When  she  died  in  I916,  it  came  into  my  hands,  And  a«i  time 
is  s^dftly  p«'ssing  hy,  no  knowing  whose  hands  it  might  fall  into  ''nd  it?  v^^lue  enhance^^i 
But  up  to  the  present  time  it  h^^s  not  heen  offered  fcr  ssle  to  "ny  one,  inf«ct»  it  has 
not  heen  sho^m  only  tw  a  very  select  few.    Because  I  h«»ve  kno'^Ti  of  pect^le  '•'ho  fke 
things  for  gr*?nted  and  help  them  selves,  Sw  ^^«t  they  do  not  know  «hout  they*  11  not 
■^nt, 

^Jw'v  •'s  I  ''m  passed  the  three  score  «5nd  fifteen,  I  think  I  sh^ll  disnose  of 
the  s^'id  Sihn^d,  wherein  it  m^'y  he  seen  hy  the  gener«<l  public  snd  the  story  told, 

I  ^m  told  that  there  are  aome  six  or  eight  m.userms  th»t  will  he  more  than 
pleased  to  get  such  a  r?5.re  relic. 

And  the  story  is  told  hy  eye  witness  who  T'.'ere  present  at  the  "Pord  Theater, 
that  night  and  saw  the  act  ''nd  the  jump  made  hy  Booth, ''ifter  he  had  fired  the  shot, 

Now  the  monej--  th^^t  I  shall  receive  for  the  said  A^br^ih^m  Lincoln,  ^^h^wl,  I 
propose  to  construct  an  «nti-Hazard  Flying  Machine,  '^Aiich  I  have  in  mind,  niherein  its 
as  safe  as  a  fe^^ther  hed  to  Ipnd  on  ''nd  does  not  reqiire  any  special  pl^ce  for  s.  take- 
off.   For  rwhich  I  sh-^ll  require  sihout  $200^000,00     Which  vdll  s^ve  the  lives  of  thous- 
ands of  our  yoixng  and  courageous  Avi'itors,  v^o  m'^y  he  in  some  inst<»nce,  friends  of 
ywurs  two, 

I  she'll  he  pleased  to  he^r  frcm  you  on  the  suhject  ? 

¥ery  Bespectfully  Yours, 

Linwood  F,  Jord^^n,  ^,  A.  R. 
1 1  4  Pn rk  Street, 


i 


Ka^  5,  1937 


Mr,  Llnwood      46a«2aa,  S»  A.-  I,'  ' 
114  Bark  Street  '' 
Portland,  Maiisa- 

Us  daar  l?r,  JoTdant 

not  ©p©)||allj' interacted  in  collacitli^,  c-'irios  fear©»  a« 
of  the  3^:}ss  m  aaqulif©       ©I'toer  portmlts  or  "bdoks, 

I  id.ll  im^  your  lelter  oa  fli®,  2io««Ter,  and  If  I 
fiBd  fKea(toi«9  mho  is  iate^stsd  In  t;3i8  «ba.wl  you  haw  I  will 
he  v®rgr  glad  to  i^f«r  them'  feo  yaa. 


Linwood  F,  Jordan  Claims  To  Possess  Cloth 
That  Tripped  Assassin  Booth  In  His 
Efforts  To  Escape 


iiiili 


Shaw  Disappeared 

To  all  appsaranccs  the  shawl  Is 
identical  with  the  one  worn  by  the 
President  on  the  night  he  died.  Ac- 
cording to  e\e-witnesses  at  the  scene 
of  the  assassination,  Lincoln  had 
thrown  his  shawl  on  the  rail  of  his 
box  and  he  himself  was  seated  in  a 
chair  close  lo  the  stage  when  the 
fotal  shot  was  fired.  Booth  sprang  for 
the  rail,  after  disentangling  himself 
from  Major  Rathborne  who  sousht  to 
hold  him,  and  in  his  leap  to  the" stage 
caught  his  fcot  m  the  sha.wi  and  fell 
with  it  to  the  stage  floor.  In  the  ex-= 
citemsrit  the  shawl  disappeared  from 
the  stage  and  no  one  knew  of  it? 
whereabouts. 

Has  Sworn  Statements 

Mr.  Jordan  has  the  sworn  siate- 
ment  of  two  eye-witnesses  at  the  as- 
sassination, West  Paris  men.  Dr. 
Octavius  K.  Yates  and  Charles  Emer- 
son, both  deceased,  as  to  the  validity 
of  his  claim. 

Charles  Andrew  Jordan,  the  father, 
was  a  nati\'e  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  then 
known  as  Purpoodock.  He  was  born 
in  1827.  In  Saccarappa,  now  West- 
brook,  he  learned  his  trade  as  a 
blacksmith.  Later  he  joined  the  arm.y, 
fighting  Indians  in  Florida.  He  re- 
turned to  Boston  in  the  ,50's  and 
worked  at  various  Jobs  th.roughout, 
Ne'v  Engla.nd,  being  especially  active 
in  horse  trotting  cii'cles.  He  was  mai' 
ried  in  1S57  at  bo\"er.  N,  H,,  and  Lin- 
ivcod  F.  Jordan,  his  son.  was  born 
in  1850. 

The  present  Jordan,  nho  has  re= 
--ided  in  this  City  for  a  great  many 
years,  is  laiown  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
airplane  inventors  of  the  country.  His 
experiments  in  dirigibles  and  heavier- 
than-air  machines  date  back  tz  the 

past    CPnl-i"-"  _ 

[  C  cx.\^  si] 


Photo  by  Staff  Photographer 
Linwood  F.  .Jordan  of  Portland  wearing  shawl  which  supposedly  belonged 
In  Lincohi.     Incet:   Charles  Andrew  Jordan,  father,  who  is  said  (o  have 
obtained  the  sha.wl. 


By,  Leon  H.  Tebbetts 
That  the  long  iost  shawl  worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
the  night  of  hi.s  assassination  in  Ford  Theater,  and  which 
piece  of  cloth  supposedly  tripped  up  the  assassin  Booth  in 
his  effort  to  escape,  is  actually  in  existence  today,  is  the  claim 
of  Linv/ood  F.  Jordan  of  this  City,  who  boasts  of  having  the 
treasured  article  in  his  possession. 

The  shawl  was  obtained  in  some  mysterious  way  by  his 
father,  Charles  Andrew  Jordan,  old-time  trotting  horse  ex- 
j  pert,  who  gave  it  to  his  grandmother.   The  shawl  was  next 
I  passed  on  to  Jordan  who  has  kept  it  carefully  packed  away 
t  for  a  great  many  years. 


Stirs  Veterans 

G.  A.  R.  Picked  Convention 
Cit)'  in  Order  to  See 
Blood- Stained  Relic 


TRAGIC  STAIN 
Dark  spot  on  this  sliav/l  worn  "by- 
Lincoln  the  night  of  his  assassina- 
tion and  displayed  by  Mrs.  Betty 
Perrin  is  a  bloodstain 


THE  shawl  Abraham  Lincoln 
wore  the  night  of  his  assassina- 
tion is  more  important  to  Civil 
War  veterans  than  any  modern, 
engineering-  wonders — and  a  pretty 
young  businesswoman  has  proved 
it. 

It  happened  this  way: 

The  chief  bidders  for  the  1937  con- 
vention of  the  California  G.  A.  R. 
were  Stockton,  CaL,  and  Berkeley. 
Spellbinders  from  the  latter  city 
painted  a  glowing  picture  of  the 
tv/o  great  bridges  on  San  Francisco 
bay— "$100,000,000  worth  of  steel- 
v/ork,  the  modern  wonders  of  the 
world!" 

Mrs.  Betty  Perrin,  who  runs 
Stockton's  convention  bureau,  saw 
her  hopes  slipping  until  she  remem- 
bered the  shav;7l.  It  is  owned  by  her 
mother,  Mrs.  William  R.  Harr,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

"I  got  up  and  told  them  about  it," 
Mrs.  Perrin  related.  "I  called  it  a 
bridge  to  the  past.  Pretty  soon  I 
was  crying.  The  old  soldiers  begaa 
to  cry.  They  voted  for  Stockton." 


Having  promised  the  shawl,  the 
young  promoter  induced  her  mother 
to  pack  it  in  asbestos,  insure  it 
for  $10,000  and  ship  it  west  for  its 
first  public  display.  Armed  guards 
watched  it  day  and  night. 

Still  stained  with  Lincoln's  blood, 
the  wrap  is  a  striking  reminder  of 
the  tragic  night  of  April  14,  1865, 
when  the  President  was  fatally 
wounded  by  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
an  actor,  in  Ford's  theatre,  Wash- 
ington. The  shawl  covered  him  when 
he  died  in  the  home  of  William 
Peterson,  a  tailor,  across  the  street. 

Mrs.  Harr  is  related  to  Alexander 
Williamson,  who  was  tutor  for  Lin- 
coln's son.  Tad.  Williamson's  mother 
presented  it  to  the  President  and 
the  family  still  treasures  the  latter's 
letter  of  thanks. 

After  the  assassination,  Lincoln's 
widow  sent  the  shawl  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson with  several  other  memen« 
toes  of  her  husband. 


'*  Clevelc.nd,  Ohio. 

October,!,  '59. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  ^''arren, 
Lincolrx  Wat'l  Life  Foundation, 
Lincoln  Insurance  Bldg. 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Lr.  '"c:rren: 

"^n  •        i  find  clipping  fron  ".'ilmington  Evening 
•Journal,  April  29th,    'c9.     A  ¥j? .  Munch,  President  of  the  Lions 
Cluh  o-^  "^ilminsrton,  rnd  incidentalljr  ov.Tier  of  the  Crosby  Hill 
Department  store,  pr^-s f^-mt^d  me   "ith  ei^ht  rtrands  from  the  Lincoln 
shawl  referred  -^o  in  "^-he  "■rite  ups.  Please  check  the  history  of  the 
shavvl,  and  if  the  :• ■    Tn':nt,^    re  true  in  the  v.^iteup,  I  should  be 
glad  to  present  four  c •'he  strands  to  the  Fcondation.  T  .'^a-  the 
c -f-piri-Trif c  rP^forred  to  r'ivinr  ^h"  history  o-^  -^he  shawl  and  had 
r    ;;h:;to  made  of  the  s***^. .    I  am  inclined  to  believe  ±^   the  genuine 
article  but  m^^  limited  knowledge  of  things  Lincoln  makes  me  look 
to  T'ou  for  verification. 

The  strands  referred  to  are  eight  strands  of  the  fringe, 
about  six  inches  long- and  rather  heavy. 

If  -"ou  are  interested  ^.l^'^.se  let  me  knew  and  I  shall  mail 
them  to  you.  You      -  "--ep  th"  ^  Titeup  end  the  advertisement  if  you 
wish  rs  I  have  duplicates. 

Sorry  ^."e  had  no  chance  to  drop  in  at  Ft.  ■'^'ayne  this  summer, 
"'e  have'  been  -^^ery  busy  end  I  add  modestly  successful.  Just 

about  all  we  can  do.  Tn^^ita.tions  have  been  extended  to  us  by  the 
■Educators  and  V:\        ars  of  Detroit,  Chicago  and  Philadelphia  where  v. 
Via-,-"  ^--^^n  for  the  past  thi^oe  years,  '"e  hope  to  add  Cl---el' nd  for  th: 
fourth  city  and  then  return  ^o  each  once  every  four  years.  A  sort  of 
Circuit  of  our  own.  Mrs.  Parsons  wishes  "*:o  be  l^.^gi^-^emembered . 


  I  >^  /t-       -t  T  T^_-_  —  


Joim  L.  Parsons 
1844  Fast  89th  St. 
Cleveland,  Ohio, 


Abraham  Lincoln's 


#  #  # 


. , .  the  original  shawl  which  was 
draped  around  Lincoln's  should- 
ers on  the  night  of  his  assassina- 
tion at  Old  Ford's  Theater, 
Washington,  D,  C. 

On  the  shawl  are  bloodstains 
of  the  wounded  President ,  . . 
mute  testimony  of  the  great 
traged^^ 


SEE  THIS  PRICELESS  RELIC  ON  DISPLAY 
SATURDAY  IN  THE  REAR  OF  MAIN  FLOOR 

Beginning  Monday  it  will  be  displayed  in  one  of 
OUR  SHOW  WINDOWS 


7e  have  also  arranged  to  have  at  our  store— IN  PERSON- — 
Saturday  afternoon,  1  till  5  o'clock,  Mr.  JOHN  L.  PARSONS, 
a  veteran  of  the  professional  stage  ...  a  pupil  of  Walker 
Whitside  and  Joseph  Jefferson,  the  older,  who  has  played  the 
role  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  "Abraham  Lincoln."  The 
clergyman  in  "Abie's  Irish  Rose,"  Derrick  Von  Beekman  in 
"Rip  Van  Winkle,"  and  hundreds  of  other  important  roles. 

Mr,  Parson's  make-up  will  be  historically  correct.  His 
dress  and  make-up  will  portray  the  living  image  of  Mr. 
Lincoln:  Don't  miss  this  opportunity  of  seeing  a  living  image 
of  Mr.  Lincoln.  Come  and  bring  the  children.  All  are  welcome 
—have  a  chat  with  him  and  learn  more  about  the  real 
Lincoin  .  .  ,  just  as  he  was. 


NOW  CELEBRATING  OUR  61ST  ANNIVERSARY 


Laiie  Charles , Louisiana. 

August  26,1940. 

Dr.Lomis  A. Warren, Direotor, 
Lincoln  National  Foundation, 

Fort  Masnie  .Indiana. 
Liy  dear  Dr.V/arren, 

Thanks  for  your  letter, and  enclosures 
regarding  the  Lincoln  Gahin.  I  agree  v/ith  you  that  "most 

of  the  people  relying  on  reminiscenses  rather  than  historical 
affirmations  as  sources  of  their  stories'.'    For  that  very  reason 
I  'believe  that  other  claims  can  he  throvm  out, and  Mrs .  J.lTarvin 
Smith, of  Kew  Be m, IJ. 0.  , given  credit  for  having  the  "real  goods'.' 

I  was  much  interested  in  your  statement  that 

a  2*0  0(3  woman  wants  to  sell  you  the  shav/1  tliat  Lincoln  wore  that 
night,  i-tegardless  of  how  many  "shawls"  shov^/rin  the  next  100  years 
I  helieve  that  the  real  shawl  is  owned  "by  Mrs. Vm. H.Karr , 
36  Primrose  St.  Ghevy  Chase .Maryland.    Mrs.Earr's  daughter, 

Mrs. Betty  Perrin,of  the  Stockton, Calif ornia  Convention  Bureeu, 
exhibited  the  shawl  at  the  G. A. H. convention  (think  it  vas  1937) 
in  Stockton.  It  v^as  shipped  to  LIrs.Perrin  packed  in  ashestos 
and  valued  at  |lO,000.  Mrs.Harr  is  a  relative  of  Alesander 
Williams on, who  was  Tutor  for  Lincoln's  hoys.  As  you  know, Mr 
V/illia;nson,was  a  Scottisli  gentleman, and  his  mother  knitted  the 
shawl  and  sent  it  to  Mr. Lincoln. 

Vi'ould  appreciate  it  if  the  Lincoln  Foundation 
would  contact  either  Mrs.Harr  or  her  daughter  Mrs.Perrin. 

Again  let  me  thank  you  Dr. l/farren. 
Very  truly, 

1227  Boulevard. 

R.Erskine  Kerr. 


Veterans  Cry  as  Woman 
Promises  to  Show  It  , 


STOCKTON,  Cal.  —  (AP)  —  The 
shawl  Abraham  Lincoln  wore  the 
night  of  his  assassination  is  more 
important  to  Civil  War  veterans, 
than  any  modern  engineering  won- 
ders— and  a  pretty  young  business 
woman  has  proved  it. 

It  happened  this  way: 

The  chief  bidders  for  the  1937 
convention  of  the  California 
G.  A.  R.  were  this  city  and  Berke- 
ley, Spellbinders  from  the  latter 
city  painted  a  glowing  picture  of^ 
the  two  great  bridges  on  San  Fran-j 
Cisco  bay~$100,000,000  worth  of 
steelwork,  the  modern  wonders  of 
the  world!" 

Remembers  Shawl 

Mrs.    Betty    Perrin,    who  runs 
Stockton's  convention  bureau,  saw 
her   hopes   slipping  until  she   re-  ] 
membered  the  shawl.   It  is  owned ' 
by  her   mother,   Mrs.   William  R. 
Harr  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

"I  got  vip  and  told  them  about 
it,"  Mrs.  Perrin  related,  "I  called 
it  a  bridge  to  the  past.  Pretty  soon 
I  was  crying.  The  old  soldiers  be- 
gan to  cry.  They  voted  for  Stock-  j 
ton."  ' 

Having  promised  the  shawl,  the 
young  promoter  induced  her  mother 
to  pack  it  in  asbestos,  insure  it  for 
$10,000  and  ship  it  west  for  its  first 
public  display.  Armed  guard's 
watched  it  day  and  night. 

Covered  Bead  President 

Still  stained  with  Lincoln's  blood, 
the  wrap  is  a  striking  reminder  of 
the  tragic  night  of  April  14,  1865, 
when  the  president  was  fatally 
wounded  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  an 
actor,  in  Ford's  Theater,  Washing- 
ton. The  shawl  covered  him  when 
he  died  in  the  home  of  William 
Peterson,  a  tailor,  across  the  street. 

Mrs.  Harr  is  related  to  Alexander 
Williamson,  who  v/as  tutor  for  Lin- 
coln's son,  Tad.  Williamson's 
mother  presented  it  to  the  president 
and  the  family  still  treasures  the 
latter's  letter  of  thanks. 

After  the  assasination,  Lincoln's 
widow  sent  the  shawl  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson with  several  other  memen- 
toes of  her  husband. 


March  21,  19^6 


Mary  I.  mrlnlcfc 
505  -  6th  Avenue*  R. 
St.  Peters hurgi  Fla. 

My  Madam: 

Back  at  my  desk  again*  I  hare  looked  up 
the  inf ozraatlon  ve  have  ahout  f  havla  vhloh  may  hare 
been  vom  by  Lincoln  and  I  find  that  there  Are  sereral* 
at  least  three  of  th©  different  ones  claimed  to  hare 
been  vom  the  night  of  the  aaaaselnation*    Oas  Is  now 
In  the  Chicago  Hiatorical  aocioty,  another  in  the 
Oldroyd  ©olleetion  at  Washington  and  still  a  third  of 
vhich  we  have  aame  sioall  pieces  seems  to  hare  antedated 
a  fourth.    It  would  be  diffionlt  indeed  to  pick  out  Just 
yhieh  is  the  correct  one* 

Very  truly  yours. 


X<«A  .Warren 


Piifector 


1  S  -  <^^> 


CU^/JC  ^'^^i-^-^    ^  ^  , 

7;1<^       AX"  'I  Ui^  a.^su<Ju^L^>^ 


■■7jO-^c1:^(^jOv^  C^oJJj^^vvxt  S-Sv-ct/u^JL 


22,  l$hl 


Mr.  Liimooa  Sar&m. 
Posftlaad,  3, 

Im  will  »l»aa»  fiad  enclosed  a  ptetam  of  tl» 
stowl  ^ch  you  otfmM  far  ^l9,  as  I  an  wiy  su2»  vould 

not      lnt»2^si»d  ia  its  ae^uisitlan. 

Voiar  tiruly  yours. 


Erie. 


Si  sector 


The  Man  and  His  Hat. 
And  there  are  many  more  Ideas 
under  it. 


\XXLj-L. 


.{X'vvA  >UT^  J^jub ^AcnA-!l>i^'i^!o^  0^'>"iJ^(c^-^ 


Lincoln  Shawl  and  Letter 
Presented  to  Museum  Here 


Abraham  Lincoln's  shawl  yester- 
day was  given  to  the  Lincoln  mu- 
seum here. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hamilton  Breeze 
of  New  York  gave  it  to  the  mu- 
seum, 511  Tenth  St.  NW..  in  a 
morning  ceremony.  It  was  accept- 
ed by  Frank  T.  Gartside,  acting 
superintendent,  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Capit%l  parks. 

Along  with  tfie  gift,  Mrs.  Breeze 
presented  the  letter  Lincoln  wrote 
to  the  shawl's  maker,  Mrs.  Anne 
Williamson  of  Edinburg,  Scotland, 
whose  son  tutored  the  young  Lin- 
coln children. 

It  read: 

"The  Plaid  you  sent  me  is  just 


now  placed  in  my  hands  by  your 
kind  and  worthy  son.  I  thank  you 
for  that  pretty  and  useful  pres- 
ent but  still  more  for  those  good 
wishes  to  myself  and  our  country 
v^'hich  prompted  you  to  present  it. 
Your  Obd.  Servt., 

A.  LINCOLN." 
The  shawl  was  retmned  to  the 
tutor  after  Lincoln's  assassina- 
tion. When  he  died,  the  shawl 
and  letter  went  to  his  mother. 
Later,  they  were  obtained  Ijy  Mrs. 
Martha  Beach  Harr,  a  niece.  Mrs. 
Breeze,  was  her  daughter. 


A— e 


**  THE  EVENING  STAR,  Washington,  D.  C. 

THURSDAY,   OCTOBER   5,  1950 


Museum  Exhibits  Shawl  Lincoln 
Wore  on  Night  He  Met  Death 


Tresident  Lincoln's  favorite  shawl,  draped  over  his  body  the 
night  he  was  shot  in  Ford's  Theater,  is  presented  by  Mrs. 
Thomas  Hamilton  Breeze  of  Levittown,  Longr  Island,  to  Frank  T. 
Gartside,  acting  superintendent  of  National  Capital  Parks. 

—Star  Staff  Photo. 


President  Lincoln's  favorite 
shawl,  worn  the  night  he  was  as- 
sassinated at  Ford's  Theater  and 
still  stained  with  his  blood,  is 
now  a  permanent  exhibit  of  the 
Lincoln  Museum. 

The  shawl  was  a  gift  to  the 
President  from  Mrs.  Anne  Wil- 
liamson of  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
whose  son,  Alexander  Williamson, 
then  was  tutoring  the  younger 
Lincoln  children,  Willie  and  Tad, 
at  the  White  House.  After  her 
husband's  death,  Mrs.  ,  Lincoln 
returned  the  gift  in  a  kindly  let- 
ter to  the  tutor  in  whose  family 
it  was  treasured. 

Used  to  cover  the  body  of  the 
wounded  President  when  he  was 
carried  out  of  the  theater,  the 
shawl  was  presented  to  the  mu- 
seum yesterday  by  Mrs.  William- 
son's grandniece,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Hamilton  Breeze  of  New  York  and 
Washington.  Frank  T.  Gartside, 
acting  superintendent  of  National 
Capital  Parks,  accepted  the  gift 
on  behalf  of  the  museum  which 
is  housed  in  the  old  Ford's  The- 
ater at  511  Tenth  street  N.W. 
Tells  About  Blood  Stains. 

After  the  informal  ceremony, 
Mrs.  Breeze  told  how  the  blood 
stains  appeared  on  the  shawl. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  had  worn  the 
shawl  from  the  White  House  and 
as  he  sat  in  the  box  at  the  thea^ 
ter  it  was  draped  over  the  back 
of  his  chair,"  she  explained 
"When  the  mortally-w  o  u  n  d  e  d 
President  was  carried  out  of  the 


theater  some  one  snatched  up  the 
shawl  and  covered  his  body  with 
it.  In  that  way  it  became  spotted 
with  his  blood." 

For  some  reason  or  other,  Mrs. 
Breeze  explained,  Alexander  Wil 
Uamson  had  tried  to  wash  out 
some  of  the  blood  spots  after  the 
garment  came  into  his  possession. 
Maybe  the  sight  of  the  stains 
was  more  than  he  could  bear.  To- 
day the  few  spots  are  only  faintly 
visible  but  they  are  poignant  re- 
minders of  the  tragedy  that  end 
ed  Lincoln's  life. 

Photostat  of  Letter. 

Along  with  the  shawl  there  is 
the  photostat  of  a  letter  of  ac 
knowledgement  written  by  Presi 
dent  Lincoln  to  the  mother  of  his 
children's  tutor.    Dated  July  29 
1864,  it  reads: 

"Madam,  The  Plaid  you  sent 
me  is  just  now  placed  in  my  hands 
by  your  kind  and  worthy  son.  I 
thank  you  for  the  pretty  and  use 
f ul  present  but  still  more  for  those 
good  wishes  to  myself  and  our 
country  which  prompted  you  to 
present  it. 

"Your  Obt.  Servt., 

"A.  LINCOLN." 

The  heavy  wool  shawl  was  long 
enough  to  drape  over  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  tall  Mr.  Lincoln.  It 
is  yellowish  brown  in  color. 

Mr.  Lincoln  frequently  wore  it 
outdoors.  It  is  said  to  be  the  same 
shawl  he  was  wearing  in  the  well- 
known  photograph  of  Mr.  Lin^ 
coin  walking  to  market  and  hold' 
ing  the  hand  of  his  small  son  Tad 
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Lincoln  Museum  Here  Receives 
Civil  War  Presidents  Shawl 


By  l!arrv  Goodwin — The  Washington  Past 

HISTORIC  SHAWL— A  shawl  owned  and  worn  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  while  President  is  presented  to  the  Lincoln  Museum 
by  Mrs.  Thomas  Hamilton  Breeze  of  Levittown,  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.  Frank  T.  Gartside,  acting  superintendent  of  the  museum, 
accepts  the  gift 


The  Lincoln  Museum,  511  10th 
st.  nw.,  yesterday  received  a  shawl 
worn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a 
copy  of  his  letter  of  appreciation 
to  the  person'who  presented  it  to  I 
him.  I 

Tlie  shawl,  a  gift  to  Lincoln  from 
Mrs.  Anne  Williamson  of  Edin- : 
burgh,  Scotland,,  was  presented  to  | 
the  museum  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Ham-  [ 
ilton  Breeze  of  New  York.  Mrs. : 
Williamson  was  the  .wife  of  Alex- I 
ander  Williamson,  who  tutored  the  ! 
I'ounger  Lincoln  children,  William  ' 
and  Thomas.  Mn.  Breeze  is  a 
grandniece  of  Mrs.  Williamson.  | 

A  photostat  of  the  letter  written 
by  Lincoln  to  Mrs.  Williamson  on 


July  29.  1864,  was  included  in  tlie 
gilt.  It  reads: 

"Madam — The  plaid  you  sent 
me  is  just  now  placed  in  my  hands 
by  your  kind  and  worthy  son.  I 
thank  you  for  that  pretty  and  use- 
ful present,  but  still  more  for 
those  good  wishes  to  myself  and 
our  country  which  prompted  you 
to  present  it. 

"Your  Qbdt.  Servt.,  A.  Lincoln." 

The  shawl  liad  been  returned 
to  Vv^illiamson  after  Lincoln's  as- 
sassination. It  was  turned  over 
to  the  museum,  where  Acting  Su- 
perintendent Frank  T.  Gartside  as- 
cepted  it  on  behalf  of  the  National 
Capital  Parks,  under  terms  of  the 
M'ill  of  Williamson's  niece,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Breeze. 


Abe  Lincoln's  Shawl? 

It  is  proper  that  every  relic  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  connected  with  his  assassi- 
nation, should  be  placed  in  the  Museum 
at  the  old  Ford's  Theater  on  Tenth  street 
N.W.  But  they  should  be  genuine  relics, 
and  there  should  be  no  taint  on  their 
connection  with  the  murdered  President. 
A  case  in  point  is  the  Scotch  shawl  that 
was  given  to  the  museum  last  Wednes- 
day. The  Star  headlined  the  story  of 
this  gift:  "Museum  Exhibits  Shawl  Lin- 
coln Wore  on  Night  He  Met  Death." 

Among  the  occupants  of  the  box  at 
Ford's  Theater  on  the  night  of  the  mur- 
der was  Maj.  Henry  R.  Rathbone.  He 
was  there  with  his  fiancee,  Miss  Clara 
Harris,  both  invited  guests  of  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln. Two  days  following  the  death  of 
Lincoln,  the  major  detailed  the  incidents 
of  the  evening  as  he  witnessed  them. 
In  an  affidavit  he  made  before  Judge 
A.  B.  Olin  of  the  District  Supreme  Court. 
In  this  sworn  statement  he  said: 

"When  the  party  entered  the  box  a 
■cushioned  arm  chair  was  standing  at  the 
end  of  the  box  farthest  from  the  stage 
and  nearest  the  audience.  .  .  .  The  Presi- 
dent seated  himself  in  this  chair,  and 
except  that  he  once  left  this  chair  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  on  his  overcoat, 
remained  so  seated  until  he  was  shot." 

Historians  will  confidently  accept  this 
statement  as  the  truth.  The  conclusion 
is  inescapable  that  Lincoln  did  not  wear 
a  shawl  to  the  theater  the  night  he  kept 
his  rendezvous  with  death.  So  the  Scotch 
shawl  which  was  deposited  in  the  Mu- 
seum had  no  connection  with  the  crime 
that  was  committed  there. 

In  the  informal  presentation  of  the 
shawl  to  the  Museum  it  was  asserted 
that  "when  the  mortally  wounded 
President  was  carried  out  of  the  theater 
some  one  snatched  up  the  shawl  and 


covered  his  body  with  it.  In  this  way  it 
became  spotted  with  his  blood." 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Leale,  United  States 
Army  surgeon,  was  the  first  doctor  to 
get  to  Lincoln  after  the  shooting.  He 
had  Lincoln's  coat  and  vest  and  upper 
garments  cut  from  the  body,  leaving  it 
nude.  The  actor,  E.  A.  Emerson,  long 
a  familiar  figure  in  Washington,  who 
witnessed  that  scene  from  the  stage,  in 
a  statement  in  Tlie  Star  (Feb.  8,  1913), 
said  that  those  who  stood  on  the  stage 
with  him  "could  see  them  (the  doctors) 
tearing  the  martyred  man's  clothing 
from  him  in  a  mad  search  for  the 
wound." 

There  is  an  abundance  of  reliable  con- 
temporary evidence  to  support  this  state- 
ment, and  also  the  fact  that  when  Lin- 
coln was  taken  up  to  be  carried  from 
the  theater  his  coat  and  other  garments 
that  had  been  removed  from  his  body 
were  laid  on  top  of  it.  Nowhere  is  there 
mention  of  a  shawl. 

Dr.  Leale  had  Lincoln  lifted  from  the 
chair  in  which  he  was  seated  and  placed 
prostrate  on  the  floor  so  that  he  could 
make  a  thorough  examination  in  his 
search  for  the  wound.  While  this  was 
going  on,  Dr.  Charles  Sabin  Taft,  another 
Army  surgeon,  entered  the  box  from  the 
stage,  boosted  up  by  E.  A.  Emerson  and 
others.  In  his  diary  Dr.  Taft  states  that 
"the  wound  in  the  head  had  been  found 
before  leaving  the  box,  but  at  that  time 
there  was  no  blood  oozing  from  it."  Dr. 
Leale  confirms  this,  and  says  that  v/hen 
he  finally  located  the  wound  in  the  back 
of  the  head  it  was  not  bleeding,  but  the 
orifice  was  closed  by  a  clot  of  blood, 
which  he  removed. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  a  mythical 
shawl  laid  over  the  front  of  the  body 
of  Lincoln  could  have  become  stained 
with  blood  from  a  wound  in  the  back 
of  the  body  which  did  not  bleed. 

David  Rankin  Barbae. 

U)cuWA^-fe&#w-  Oct  |X. 


199  WiNTHROP  ROAD 
BROOKLINE  46,  MASS. 


3  ^1  tj'Si 


Ih.  4oyhv-yL  Qj\stc^  jJ\P<J^  (?dyiJl^-^  /-s^oe^ 


April  6,  X^l 


Ml»il  L.  E.  R«ggle 
199  Wlnthrop  Rotdl 
Brooltllat  mmmuchxmttB 

My  dear  Ml««  Reggiot 

I  regret  tbat  I  will  not      atol«  to  h«lf  you  io  die- 
poilng  of  tbe  matajriml  vhich  you  haefm  in  your  i^««s«ion  imi  wt 
would  80t  b«  iijter««t«d  in  acquiring  it  b»r0,  fts  w«  alrwiAy  Isftiws 
•onto  pl«ce8  of  the  tUmfl  which  Liacola  !•  »ftid  to  haire  wora,  btit 
you  might  writ©  to  foat&*»  Mmavmf  Ford  Thftatre  Mwaewa,  Attention 
of  Mr.  McClure,  Wa^isgtonf  D-  C.   They  might  be  lntere«ted# 

Very  taruly  yourtj^ 


UWtJH 
L. A. Warren 


Director 


Lincoln's  Shawl 
On  Display  This 
Week-end  at  Webber's 

A  rare  memento  of  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  the  shawT  which  he 
wore  the  night  he  was  assaslnated 
by  John  V/ilkes  Booth,  in  Ford's 
theatre,  Wa.shington,  D.  C,  will  be 
exhibited  at  Webber's  Friday,  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  May  29,  30  and  31. 
Blood  stains  still  remain  on  the  shawl 
whicli  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
treasured  of  Lincoln  relics. 

'  The  shawl  is  a  large,  heavy  knitted 
affair  of  black  and  gray  yarns.  In 
Lincoln's  time  they  were  commonly 
worn  by  men  and  women  because  of 
the  poor  heating  facilities  in  homes 
and  carriages.  Many  old  engravings 
depict  the  martyred  president  wear- 
ing a  shawl  similar  to  the  one  shown 
by  Webber's. 

j  That  the  shawl  is  genuine  there  is 
no  question.  Several  affidavits  serve 
as  complete  identifications. 


